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A CLASSIC DESIGN FEATURING LUSH MATURE GREENERY AROUND
AN ELEGANT POOL CREATES A CALMING OASIS FOR A BUSY FAMILY

Story LYNNE TESTONI Photography SIMON WHITBREAD
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Beautifil GARDENS

The classic aesthetic and formal lines of this garden were created
by Lyndall Keating of Garden Society. She designed the area
between the pool and the pool house as a semi-soft area, serving
as a transition between the two surfaces. Louis the French bulldog
(opposite) enjoys the good life lounging by the new pool. >



Beautifil GARDENS

when it comes to creating the perfect outdoor space for a young
family. However, this garden, located in Concord, in Sydney’s inner
west, manages the challenge with aplomb, delivering a new and
elegant poolside area to a newly renovated family home.
Landscape designer and horticulturalist Lyndall Keating of Garden

It’s always a juggle to balance beauty with practicality — especially

Society worked with owners Frank and Anna to create a classic
entertaining space using a subdued colour palette of green and white.
“The house had just gone through extensive renovations,” explains
Lyndall. “We had previously completed the front garden, and then
the owners put in a pool as part of the renovation, so we returned
to complete the poolscape and the surrounding back garden.”

The creation of a functioning entertaining area for the family, which
includes three young children, was the primary focus of Frank and
Anna’s brief. The pool house is an extension of the garage, so design
challenges included incorporating a driveway for practical reasons,
while still keeping a sense of elegance in the layout. Glass fencing
means that the pool blends seamlessly with the surrounding garden,
helping to create a smooth transition between the pool and pool house.

“We extended the tiles in strips and we planted dichondra plant tiles
in between as an instant coverage,” Lyndall says. The result is an area
that feels dry underfoot, even when you've just stepped out of the pool
and are dripping wet. Lyndall explains, “There’s also a nice softness,
so it cools the area down in the heat of summer.”

OLD-SOUL APPEARANCE
Mature plants were included, especially for the trees and the hedging
plants, which means that the garden already has an established look
despite being less than two years old. “More established specimens
give you that instant grown-in feel,” says Lyndall, explaining that it
prevents the garden from experiencing an awkward developing stage.
While the outdoor area flows seamlessly, there are three distinct
zones designed to fit the family’s lifestyle. “The top tier is the outdoor
alfresco area with the outdoor fireplace and pizzeria; the second is the
pool, which is on a mid level that also incorporates the garage; then
it’s one step down into the pool house,” explains Lyndall.

FLORAL FRAGRANCES

Anna was involved in the choice of plants, asking for a few favourites
and requesting white flowers to complement the lush greenery,
resulting in some fragrant plantings, including star jasmine, trellised
in a diamond pattern for added interest. “White and green is
a classical statement that really never goes out of fashion,” says Lyndall.

Owners Frank and Anna are in the process of growing a large dipladenia
over the top of the pool house to soften its appearance. The structure
complements two other arbours in the garden - one that connects the
house with the driveway and another at the front of the house. >
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“THERE’S A SENSE OF stig/t formality
WITH THE WIRE WORK IN THE
POOL BUT EVERYTHING ELSE
WAS KEPT LOOSE FOR joyfed
movemen? IN' THE GARDEN”

LYNDALL KEATING, LANDSCAPE DESIGNER



Beautifil GARDENS

1. Fienza ‘Lillian’ multifunction rail shower in Matte Black, $1399, Bathroom Sales Direct. 2. Royalle ‘Provence’ outdoor sunlounger, $699, Outdoor

Elegance. 3. Linen cushion in Navy and White Stripe, $59.99/50cm x 50cm, Living By Design. 4. ‘Woodrow” hourglass stump, $390, Fenton & Fenton.

5. ‘Cabana’ stripe beach towel, $37.95, Whatever Mudgee. 6. ‘Luca’ crazy paving, $174.90/sqm, Eco Outdoor. 7. Eggshell acrylic paint in Old Stone
Wall, $144/4L, Porter’s Paints. 8. ‘Bodega’ wall sconce, $455, Coco Republic. 9. Bistro chair in Black and White, $199.95, Provincial Home Living.
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ACTUAL PAINT COLOUR MAY VARY ON APPLICATION



Beautifil! DESIGN

ALL THE DETAILS

Clockwise from top: Lyndall and Anna
chose assorted perennials for the
garden, including licorice plant,
butterfly bush and lavender cotton,
which all flower at different times
of the year, ensuring there is always
something blooming from spring to
late autumn; the pool house includes
an outdoor shower; hydrangeas
create rows of colour along the base
of the garden beds and were chosen
as they are a favourite of Anna’s.





