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The right guestions to ask and tips to

consider when designing your dream garden
Words Lynda’l Keating

It's & good idea to stark youwr gandan design

process by asking yourself five key questions.

Thea amswers will st you on the right path 1o
the stylish wet practical garden you and your
farmily can anjoy for yedars 1o Some.

1. WHAT DO | NEED FROM MY GARDEN?

This s the place to start, Like all daskgn
prajacts, you should focus on what your new
garden should provida you with, To help
structwre vour ideas, consider who will use
tha garden and what they will naed.

For axampla:

* Do you wanl your garden Lo be an
entertaining area for family and friands?
Does your garden have a swimming
pool or kid-friendly features such as
swings? Do you want to grow yaur
own veggie garden? Don’l forget
argas that you can relax in!

Do you need secure areas Tor pets or
amall children? To keep ewaryone safa,
include fencing or hedging in yaur plan

= [0 you need to creata privacy from
neighbaurs or passing traffic? Consider
adding hadgirg or feature screaning to
create YOur o Space,

2. WHATIS THE STYLE OF MY HOME?

Consider the archilecture and sireat appeal
of vour home, Make sure yaur garden dasign
complemants the style of your house so that
thea tees sit happlly together. Think about
whether your proparty style is cottage

farmal, or has more of a native Sustralian feel

d. WHAT DO1WANT FROM MY PLANTS?

Plants can provida practical salutions like
scresening for privacy or noise reduction.
Howaver, plants are the real stars of the
garden. They provide beauty through
colour, texiure and Term so think aboul
whether you prefer flowers or bold
feliage colour. Some people are drawn to
the structure of succulents or to nativa
Australian plants.

Your salaction will depand on whathar you
reed a low-maintenance garden. A garden
does not naad 10 ba egh-maintenance to
make a statement, but some passionate
gardenars love taking care of plants that
need a little attention

4. HOW EXPOSED IS MY GARDEN?

Your garden is open to all the elements, so
maka sura your plants will thrive in thair
environmaent. Study the sun direction and
the gardens axposure to wind and rain.
Choosa plants according to your sail types,

whether il be rock or sandy.

6. WHAT WOULD BE A GDOD FOCAL POINT?

A Ql:ll:ld gardan design has a focal point or a
series of eye-catching interests. This is the
easies] garden design principle to put inta
placa, Try sculpture, fasture plants, water
featuras, firepits, garden benches ar saating.
Incerporate decorative SCraans aF graan
wialls for wertical interest.

will help vouw o create a beawtiful
garden which is nly a pl

walk through mach day but practical, tea.
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: gardendesign

! Plants you'll love :
: Shrubs and foliage :
im Raphiolepis

:  'Orental Pearl'

: ® Loropetalum chinense

i

: m Phormium fenax
: m Furcroea foetida

‘. u Alcantarea impernialis
m Philodendron 'Xanadu'

i Succulents
5 . mAgave attenuata

: m Crassulo 'Blueebird'

i W Yueca elephantipes
. m Crassulo ovata

: ® Sansevieria ‘Congo'
. W Senecio serpens

i Pots
o Crassulo 'Bluebird’

. w Kalanchoe

'Copper Spoons’

® Sedum 'Green Mound'

PR gl

¢ m Viburnum odoratissimum

g

3. Put your outdoor cooking
zone Under cover So you can use g
it throughout the year. Here, it has
been set into a concrete cabinet which
also incorporates a fridge. The louvred
sereen behind s remote-cantralled.

al< anol plan

. Textured pots are a great way to
soften tiled or paved areas like this
space. Cluster them in corners to help
Blur the geometric lines — this pot

is planted with Crassulo 'Bluebird',

5, When turning an outdoor space
into a suite of living areas, always
position the dining area as close as
possible to the house, and ensure
there is seme form of overhead
cover. In this garden it sits beneath
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the roofline and beside the barbecue,
A timber table brings warmth

and pattern to the scene, while
beyend it, a magnificent specimen

of Dracaena draco creates a focal
point at the end of the garden.

6. Completely private but with

a view of the world, a rooftop garden
offers a special kind of space.

Mote the inviting armchairs, rustic
log stoals and soft uplighting.
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